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1! Which man is wise. enough to "understand this, and where is the man
| through whom the word of God has spoken that he may declare it? Why has
! the land perished, scorched like a'desert so that no man-passes by? 12 So

| God said. It is because they have forsaken my '['orah which I set before them;
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f the temple in his heart, so much so that he is moved to . \ "
tears, then the Sheckinah is already rehxrning from its exile. - WW_ R
Our Rabbis say, “Whoever mourns over Jerusalem merits to
see its joy”(Tw'anit 30b). True mourning over the exile of the .

Shechinah is a sign of the slow healing of the wayward heart,
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Yet one who s insensitive to the gravity of the situdtion may
himself be in grave spmtual trouble But if one feels the exile
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and this is the way to redemption. QUL L
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S The destruction of the Second Temple however, as we;
know, was due to the causeless hatred which was rife among ]

! the Jews at that time.
1 What do -we mean by “causeless” hatred? Obvxously 1t
1 must have some cause. However, in our case the cause was
. _not the natural feeling of hatred which emerges when one per: AT A3 YR K P3P MK 93 W vy mitgws v nmavh hw:
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; 14 This is what' God says: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation, and e
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bitter weeping; Rachel is weeping for her chlldren and refuses to be comforted r»{m T 5 e Y
for her chnldren. because they are away..
15 This is what God sa»ys Restrain your voice from weeping, and your 2

eyes from tears; for your work: will be rewarded, says God; and they will

TT

But h g is opp051te — it ha]gg in the dark Most

return from the land of the enemy. '¢ There is hope for your future, says imp, ocxl‘tanﬂyl; Wh:t rd at once';ﬂ;: elempents of -
'God, that your children will return to their own country. sound are heard in sequence; over time, an ey must be |
: _ : © assembled by the listener. };Ie_;a;mg_g_g;;gmal, what is heard
Ao ,L;wz Desgrred~ R, T«‘&"’k - _depends on Kow the listener puts together, interprets, the
In order to understand this key concept, let us analyze elements of sound. One ca ear all the syllables of a .
hearing and seeing in the physical in order to perceive their sentence, or even one word, together — the result would be "
higher meaning. Seeing happens in the light, what is seen is noise. One must' a2 syllable, by itself meaningle »
clear. In Hebrew “seeing”, non is also “proof”, mny — because __ thenext. By the time one hears the second syllable, the firsthas W
what is seen is undeniable. Deeper than this, the elements of a faded into memory. And when the third is heard, the second ‘
scene are all perceived at once, seeing is an instant mode, all is has faded. And so on. When the entire sentence is completed,
present together. The scene is external, it is seen “outside” of the elements are combined within the listener and understood.

oneself, A dark and subjective process indeed.
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1 What is seen is proved. What is heard can be denied. Ina
g 'world of seeing, only emes, truth, exists. In a world of hearing,”

Y emuna, faith, has a place.

The mystics explain that seeing is much higher than
ihearing; the next world is a world which is seen, in this world
.one must hear. The depth of this idea is that this is a world of
\process, of movement towards. In fact the name Y\ aretz, the land

.or the world, is based on Y1 to run or move, whereas the name
oY, shamayim, Heaven, is based on the word ow, meaning
“fhere”. The higher dimension is all “there”, no “going
towards” is possible there (relatively speaking) because that is

the tachlis, that is having arrived! This world is all movement -

towards, the next is all goal; this world moves through time
since it is all process, the next world is beyond time because ail

s one there.

i

closely what was said there. When Yaakov had his prophetic |

23
- be accessible. “V'ra’u kol basar yachdav ki pi Hashem diber — And
| all flesh shall see together that Hashem's mouth has spoken”.
. Surely it should state that all flesh shall hear! One does not see
- speech! Butin that world of revelation, one certainly does. What
. isheard now will be seen then. (And eventhe “flesh”, the lowest

A ~ _
Now sound is possible in this world, the world of time and
process. But in the higher world sound is not possible, there is no

. time, nosequence of events one following the next; all is at once.
. The qnly modality possible there is seeing, And therefore, when

Hashem brought His Presence into contact with the finite world,
as it were, when this world was elevated to the level of the next

_ at that indescribable moment at Sinai, only seeing was possible —

the shofir sounds were seen! What an exhilarabioi 6f

understanding the deeper wisdom provides!

2F

1o

insight i hers said
insight into the path of mashiach blocked, the brof]

“Shma Yisrael, Hashem Eloketnu, Hashem echad — Hear O Israel,
Hashem our G-d, Hashem is One”. There is a pa";hcular depth
in the word “shma — hear”. Hearing is the sense one must use

. when vision is blocked. In the darkness, when one cannot see,

ome must listen. Ever since then, we have been in darkness
regardiné mashiach’s coming, and ever since then we have been
declaring “Shma — Hear”.

Let us go deeper. The word shma has arother literal
' ﬁieaning: “gather together into one”, as it states ”Va’yesham.a
Shaul es ha'am — And Saul gathered the nation”. That is
remarkable — our statement of faith in Hashem’s Oneness
requires a “hearing” which is itself an act of generating unity.

13

Since prophecy ended, we must learn to hear even more
deeply. Prophecy was revelation; in its place we have only the
understanding of Torah. This is the sécret of Talmud, the study
of the Oral Law, he deniable, experienced.
In prophecy there is no “hava amina” and “maskana”, no “first

thought” which s discarded in favor of amore accurate “second

thought” or conclusion. But that is exactly the way gemara

- works; wrong ideas are examined, ground down, refined,

|
|

i

corrected or rejected. The only tools we have are the broken
pieces of truth, the shards of revelation. And so we use those
broken pieces to reconstruct reality.

Very significantly, we study Talmud Bavli most intensely.
We use the very breakdown, the “bavel” element, to bring about
its repair. We cannot see any longer, we must hear. Amazingly, :
the Zohar, the: mystical source-work (and the Talmud :
Yerushalmi) when ihtroducing an argument states “ta chazi —

729

w And so “Shma Yisrael” is our creed; hearing correctly is our
' work. Seeing will be the reward. Free choice exists now — one

i is free to hear or not to hear. Free choice has no place in the
higher world — when one sees one cannot deny.

We can apply this idea to illuminate another deﬁculty At
the same time that prophecy ended, the Men of the Great

~ Assembly composed the brachos, the blessings which we utter

still. They composed a blessing for almost every event

imaginable, every food we taste. Why were formal brachos,

~ blessings, not needed before that time? How did centuries of

Jews live prior to that period without a siddur (prayer book)?

But understanding blessings correctly in the light of our.
principle helps: one of the functions of a bracha is to identify in -
our consciousness the source of that bbunty, that privilea.e, that
food of which we are about to partake. Before we eat we say,as .
it were, “Hashem, You are the source of this apple” (“Baruch ata
— Blessed are You” really- means “You are the source of this
blessing”, as the Nefesh Hachaim explains).

Come and see”. But the Talmud Bavli always states “ta shma
| Come and hear”! R

R

o : ‘ .

When prophecy existed, the world was alive with the glow
of prophecy. It is an error to think that the world was as it is
now except that a few gifted individuals could predict the .
future; individuals who had prophecy. could exist only in a
world which had that energy flowing intb it; in those
generations the world was incandescent with revelation
relative to the present. Every object in such a world spoke its .
message, it was a'd’var Hashem; the dialogue between the world
and the Jewish pégple was alive. Today an apple looks liké an_ -

_apple; then i’c‘glo"?\g'gd as a word of Hashem! One did ot need to
identify the source in the way which one must now, itwas mitch
more readily apparent. Today the darkness is so thick, the
materialism so oppressive that one must identify Hashem asthe

source of each object and so we must make brachos on

eveﬂ_ ing!
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13"" +The Temple courtyard is close to the center of holiness,

-330.

close to the center of Creation, close to the sife 6f meeting

_between physical and spiritual: and it therefore transcends

the usual rules of space'and place. And the serisitive ear will

Within the Land?,‘“therev are further levels: outside of
Jerusalem, the level is not as elevated as it is within the city.
Within Jerusalem, the Mishna states, no-one ever
complained that his lodgings were too limited or confined,

despite the fact that millions oF pilgrims would flood into the*

city during the Festivals.

Within the city itself. again, there are higher Jevels:
inside the precincts of the Temple, space begi panifest

in a_way that is clearly above the natural - the Temple %-

courtyard was packed with people on a Festival so that the
crowd was pressed together fightly, and nevertheless when
the time came to prostrate themselves, there was plenty of

room. “They stand crowded, and bow with expanse.”

hear that this ce is revealed to human eyes

when those humans engage in that which subjugates the

Physical to the spirjtual: it is when the people bow that the *’

dimension of spa¢é“tpens up and reveals more of its higher -
‘ _S_oHLce; while é?t_aﬁnding, while in that pdstlml;;t
emphasizes human independence, the people. are pressefl
together; but when they are prostrated, in that posture that
manifests total a?nﬁlment of independent pride and

o

acceptance of hig‘h‘er Authority, they are not crowded atal] ~

space and the world melt away.
= This place, in essence, is the place where all of
Physicality bows to its source. Here, the proper attitude is

annulment of self, prostration before the Source of_the

world. The first time that the place of the Bei i
revealed this was made apparent: when Avraham saw the

place from afar he said “And I and the nd

‘bow down...”
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